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Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual 

encounter:  a chance for us to confront our 

own mortality and acknowledge our sin 

before God.  Sobering?  Sure. Yet we focus 

on these two themes of sin and death as they 

are seen in the light of God’s redeeming love 

in Jesus Christ. This year, we will celebrate a 

brief Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, 

February 10 at 12:12PM in the chapel. We 

will have imposition of ashes for those who 

wish to do that. For those who wish to eat 

after the service, please bring a sack lunch. We 

can share time together as we eat around 

tables in the parlor following the service.  

 

40 BAGS  

IN 40 DAYS 

RETURNS! 

Ash Wednesday is on its 

way! Easter is early this year, and so – of 

course – is Lent. Our 40 Bags in 40 Days 

Facebook group will re-energize and begin on 

Wednesday, February 10. If you want to join 

the group, look for the group “Wesley United 

Methodist 40 Bags/40 Days” on Facebook 

and ask to join. The group will provide 

support, encouragement, and tips for 

simplifying your life by getting rid of your 

excess stuff.  Let's do this! 

 

One of the safest, easiest and most efficient 

ways to financially support the church is 

through online giving. If you prefer this 

increasingly popular way to give, click on the 

$ at the bottom of any page on our website, 

www.charlestonwesley.org.  You can choose 

to give to the GENERAL FUND or 

MONTHLY MISSION, and you can do a 

one-time gift or set up a recurring donation.  

If you have questions, please contact Cindy 

Ebinger at cebinger@charlestonwesley.org. 

RING IN THE NEW! 

If you would like to try ringing handbells, this 

is a great time to start! We'd love to have you 

join the bell choir at 6:00 PM on Tuesday 

evenings. Music reading ability is a plus but 

not required. Please contact director Elizabeth 

Halbe at elizhalbe@gmail.com, or talk with 

one of our members. 

mailto:cebinger@charlestonwesley.org
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NEW STUDY 

BEGINS 

FEBRUARY 16 

The Women’s Tuesday 

Morning Bible Study 

Group will begin a study of Beth Moore’s 

The Patriarchs in February. This study of 

the book of Genesis looks at Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob and God’s pursuit of a relationship 

with mankind. The study will go from 9:00 

until 11:00 a.m. for ten weeks. The 

participant’s book will cost about $20.  To 

order a book and participate in the study, 

contact Nancy Marlow at the church or by e-

mail at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org no 

later than February 5. 

TIME TO 

THINK ABOUT 

SUMMER 

CAMP! 

Are you trying to get your family’s summer 

schedule on the calendar?  Pick up a camping 

brochure in the church office or at the Guest 

Center to see what camps jump out at you. 

Camps are offered June 19th to August 6th 

and are available for all ages. You can also 

visit http://www.igrc.org/camping to 

download a brochure and register online.    

WESLEY 

CAREGIVERS 

GROUP 

Caregivers are certainly 

a blessing.  They offer love, support, care, and 

attention that are essential to someone in 

need. Yet caregivers also need support and 

care. Wesley UMC Caregivers Group is a 

confidential group that meets to share 

information, support and Christian care.  We 

meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30 

p.m. in room 129. This month you are 

welcome to join us on Tuesday, February 

23rd.  For more information, please call Ruth 

Ann Craig, 345-7273 or Sue Harvey, 348-

1631. 

CHRISTIANITY  

AND WORLD 

RELIGIONS 

STUDY 

Rev. Adam Hamilton’s Study of Christianity 

and World Religions will continue through 

February. The study takes place in the Parlor 

during Sunday School time. Throughout the 

month of February, we will examine Islam 

(February 7 and 14) and Judaism (February 21 

and 28). Please feel free to drop in any Sunday 

morning! 

JOIN THE DANCE! 

Sunday afternoon line dancing 

continues through the month of 

February. Come join us at 2:00 p.m. on 

Sundays in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll learn a 

new dance, meet some new friends, share a 

devotion, and just have a good time! No 

experience is necessary—nor is a partner.  

Please note that we will not meet on Sunday, 

February 7. If you have any questions, call 

Nancy Marlow at the church or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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ARE YOU 

EXPERIENCING  

A WINTER  

IN YOUR LIFE? 

In addition to the cold weather outside, many 

people experience winters in their personal 

lives. A recent loss through death, divorce, or 

relocation may leave them feeling lonely. A 

hospitalization, a cancer diagnosis, or ongoing 

medical problems may leave them feeling 

isolated. The loss of a job, the fear of layoffs, 

or a financial setback can devastate one’s self-

esteem. Family and personal struggles may 

leave them with nowhere to turn for support. 

If you are going through a difficult time, our 

Stephen Ministers can bring God’s warm love 

back into your life. They provide confidential, 

one-to-one Christian care. To find out more 

about Stephen Ministry and how you or 

someone you know could be matched with a 

Stephen Minister, call Nancy Marlow in the 

church office or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

FEBRUARY MISSION 
PROJECT: 

GRACE CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL 

 

The Missions Work Area has designated 

Grace Children's Hospital in Haiti, which is 

supported by UMCOR, as our February 

Mission Project.  Grace Children's Hospital 

is located in Port-au-Prince, Haiti and has 

been operating since the early 1960s when 

International Child Care's founders, Jim and 

Virginia Snavley, first visited Haiti. They 

witnessed the shocking sight of  children dying 

in the streets from tuberculosis, malnutrition, 

and other illnesses that were practically 

unheard of  in the US. 

 

Over the past 40 years, millions of  people 

have received care from the in-patient, out-

patient, and community health services 

offered by Grace Children's Hospital.  The 

hospital has expanded to operate a Pediatric 

Clinic, HIV/AIDS treatment services,  

hygiene programs and an eye clinic. 

 

If  you would like to help the children of  

Haiti, please make your check out to Wesley 

UMC with HAITI on the memo line or visit 

the church’s website charlestonwesley.org and 

click on the $ button at the bottom of  any 

page.  If  you prefer to make a cash donation, 

there are blue mission offering envelopes in 

the pew backs.  

 

Thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Work Area 

 

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE 

TO PROVIDE FLOWERS 

There are still SEVEN open dates on the 2016 

Flower Chart located on a bulletin board just outside 

the Fellowship Hall. Please stop by and sign up to 

provide altar flowers on the date (or dates) of your 

choice! The dates are scattered throughout the year, so 

you have several months from which to choose. 
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TIME FOR 

CHURCH 

LEAGUE 

VOLLEYBALL! 

Church Co-Rec League Volleyball begins 

soon. Games are scheduled for Monday and 

Thursday evenings at Jefferson School. 

Games will be played at 7:30, 8:30 or 9:30PM. 

This is a fun way to get a little exercise and 

mingle with WUMC folks! If you are 

interested in playing or in learning more about 

the league, please contact Karen Karch at 

345-3882 or by email at ckk1819@mchsi.com. 

CAN YOU 

SHARE A RIDE? 

Several of our homebound 

folks have expressed an 

interest in transportation to and from church 

and/or Sunday School. Some of them had 

been receiving rides from “snowbirds” who 

are gone for the winter. If you could provide 

this service for an individual even one Sunday 

a month, please let us know. It could take just 

a few minutes out of your usual Sunday 

schedule to be a blessing to someone else. 

Please pray about this need and let the church 

office or Pastor Janice Kahl know you can 

help. 

"Every gardener knows that under the cloak of 

winter lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to sprout,  

a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to 

unfurl.  And the anticipation  

nurtures our dream." 

-  Barbara Winkler -  

Are you an 8th-12th grade student ready to 

grow deeper in your faith? Come join us on 

the Confirmation Journey! Confirmation is 

the time when a personal decision is made to 

confirm the vows of our baptism. At Wesley, 

we want to create a place where students can 

join together to explore who Christ is, what it 

means to know Jesus through a life-long 

relationship and how we can follow him as 

United Methodists.  

This year, Confirmation will be approximately 

10 weeks long, beginning February 21 with a 

parent/student meeting and culminating with 

confirmation at one of the worship services 

on Pentecost Sunday, May 15. Classes will   

meet during the Sunday School time on 

Sunday mornings.  (Room TBA)  

Confirmation is not simply a “rite of passage” 

or just a class to complete. It is a step in a life-

long journey of pursuing the heights, depths 

and widths of God’s love and making a vow 

to live in relationship with Jesus for the rest of 

our lives! Sign up in the hallway near the 

Prayer Wall.   

We are also looking for adult mentors to 

journey alongside the confirmation students. 

Mentors will not be meeting one on one, but 

will help facilitate smaller group discussions 

during class time. We are not looking for 

people with all the answers but folks who will 

help these young people find their own. 

mailto:ckk1819@mchsi.com
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Happy February birthday to the  

following Wesley folks! 

Gideon Bardsley   Jim Bennett  

Hugh Birch    Abigail Bonnstetter 

Sharon Brinkmeyer  Lisa Canivez 

Todd Cassell   Willem Cope 

Emma Daum   Kevin Davis 

Dianne Davis   Suzanne Goodrich 

Bruce Gubbins   Kathy Hampton  

Barbara Hunter   Don Mapes  

Debbie McKay   Jill Nilsen  

Ron Potsch    Aubrei Shott  

Dick Stark    John Swinford  

Jim Walters    Scott Wilson  

START SAVING 

ITEMS FOR OUR 

ANNUAL 

RUMMAGE 

SALE! 

It’s almost time for the yearly ASP/ALL 

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE!  The sale is 

a win-win: clean out your closets and help 

support youth and adult mission team 

members. Our ASP (Appalachia Service 

Project) mission team travels to Appalachia 

each summer to do home repairs which help 

families in need stay safer, warmer and drier. 

Your donation will also help to serve people 

right here in our own community. You may 

bring your donations to the fellowship hall 

beginning Sunday, February 28.  If you can 

carry it in the door, we’ll try to sell it (this 

means NO large items, including furniture, 

please)!  The sale will begin the evening of 

Thursday, March 3 (5:00 pm - 8:00 pm), 

and continue on Friday, March 4 from 

8:00 am to 12 noon, and Saturday, March 

5, 8:00 am to 12:00 am. We are in need of 

workers to help sort and price items during 

the week, and to help sell on the sale 

dates. Please contact Darlene Stoltz at 549-

9140 to volunteer or for more information. 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a great way to 

“recycle” some of the items you will be 

purging during our 40 Bags in 40 Days 

initiative (see page 1 for details)! 

 

Our sympathy is expressed  

to the family of  

Ken Ramsey  

who died January 4, 2016,  

and to the family of  

Bill Cloud  

who died January 6, 2015. 

“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love 

alike? May we not be of one heart, though we  

are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may.  

Herein all the children of God may unite, 

notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 

 John Wesley  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/151350.John_Wesley
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HAVE YOU GONE 

PAPERLESS? 

Did you know there are several ways you can 

help the church save money and be more 

environmentally responsible? You can receive 

your monthly newsletter, as well as occasional 

Wesley updates, via email. You can pray with 

us via the email prayer chain and/or the 

Facebook prayer team (we are listed as 

Charleston Wesley Prayer Team). And you 

can follow WUMC on facebook at 

facebook.com/charlestonwesley. To be 

added to the email newsletter list or the Prayer 

Chain, please email Rosalie Addison at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org. To be 

added to the Facebook Prayer Team, look us 

up and ask to join. Please consider going 

paperless and help us save money AND the 

environment! 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a family member or friend who is 

facing illness, surgery, grief, hard times, or is 

spending time in a hospital or care center, it is 

SO IMPORTANT that you let the church 

know so that we can visit, call and/or pray 

with and for them. Whether you are a family 

member, a friend, or just an acquaintance, we 

ask that you please inform us. With all of the 

privacy rules, it is very hard, and sometimes 

impossible, to keep up with those who need 

us. Keep the church office phone number in 

your wallet and near your phone: (217) 345-

3917. You may also call our Pastor of 

Congregational Care Rev. Janice Kahl at (915) 

540-2362 or  contact her via email at 

jkahl@charlestonwesley.org.  Please help us as 

we strive to be a caring and loving 

congregation. Thanks for your help! 

We invite you to join a new 

prayer study group which 

will begin meeting on 

Wednesday, February 17, 

and will continue each 

Wednesday throughout the 

season of Lent. The group will meet at 

12:12PM in the church library – bring your 

lunch and join us!  The first part of each 

session we will be using the resource Listen: 

Praying in a Noisy World by Rueben P. Job.  

There will be a short video presentation each 

week followed by discussion. Books for the 

study can be purchased through 

cokesbury.com. NOTE: If possible, we ask that 

those who plan on attending the study read the first 

chapter of the book before our first meeting.  

Following each week’s study portion, we will 

spend time in prayer, praying for ourselves, 

those in our church, our nation and our 

world. To express your interest in attending, 

please sign up at the table in the sanctuary 

hallway.  For more information, please call the 

church office. 

mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

    

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street  

 Charleston, IL 

 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE:  

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM    

Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM 

Our nursery is available all morning 

Non-Profit Organization 
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